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LETER FROM THE EDITOR. certain—and the evil is daily increasing, eR 
Washington, Ja. 12. Persons at a distance can| that, almost every day, some old and establishe 
hardly suppose bw still and quiet the members of| American importer is induced to lessen the — 
ongress are abst the presidential election. I have| of his orders, if not compelled to yield the mar eo 
een a much greaer degree of excitement about some} at his own door, to persons that he knows nothing o 
pedi j islati , -|— ho care nothing for him, except to gather 

rdiaary subjectof Icgislation, than appears to pre and w Ling ; 
las to the setilement of a question which has soj his business into their own hands, without any re- 
ng.and so ardeatly agitated the people of the Unit-| gard to the means by which the object 7 vj teel 
States. The gentlemen from what are called the| plished: and the profits of this trade, instea Be eing 
ubtfal states, (and there are several states different-| retained for the home circulation, are carrie — 
‘aimed for the two prominent candidates), speak | to increase the wealth of a foreign country. The 
ry Seuti ssid : de by strangers creates this monopoly, 

ty ‘euously on the subject—indeed, so much so, | extra gain made by strang oo ae 
bit I werily jpetieve a large number of them have not| and the whole cost of it is not Jess than three m) os 
tartivyed at any resolution as to whom they will|a year to the people of the United States. If this 
pportpand tik result, I think, is ebeut as doubtful! great annual loss was the ee re page seach ee. 
it wee as rr aM Ae eyuahy Can piin es ati {ask Phat. at Some 7 i. oe current would be 4 
Mr. Srewfor@ will not admit that they have given | our favor—but there is no prospect of a quid pro quo 
“up, notwistanding the weakness of his vote in{on this account. The gain is exclusively on the side 
ogoeat “They say that he is as fairly before the of foreigners, through their agents the auctioneers; 
>for @ehoice as either of the others. It is plea-| and the public revenue, as well as private profit, is 
nt, however, to observe the good feelings that exist;) given up without the chance of a remuneration for it, 
: # affords us just grounds to hope that the election; present or to come. If the goods came cheaper to 
ay be made without that bitterness and agitation) the conswmer through this destructive process, a doubt- 
hich prevailed on a former like occasion, and, at one| ful advantage might be claimed in favor of it—but this 
oment, seemed almost sufficient to shake the union.| is not the case; because that safe and preserving 
difference of opinion, as to persons, does not appear} competition which would exist through the employe 
}be a difference of principle as to things—nor isit. | ment of our own abundant capital, is, in a great de- 
gree, done away; for it has been shewn, in a preced- 
THe TREASURY REPORT. We now, as usual, give| ing paper, that the profit which foreigners may ho- 
he important documents which accompanied the} mestly make by a less estimated value of their goods 
easury report, and invite our readers to examine} at the custom house, is equal to about seven and an 
‘ea. They throw much lighton the report itself,| half per cent. per annum, when the fact is, that money, 
nd present us with most interesting views of the) in the United States, is worth only about four and an 
sancial state of the nation. | half per cent. no doubt, in part caused by the loss of 
aa that employment for’it which the operation of the 
CRIMES AGAINST THE Unirep States. We give a| auction system has brought about. This may easily 
net notice of some parts of the debate, on the im-| be supposed, when we call to mind the astonishing 
rtant bull introduced by Mr. Webster, that the ge-| truth, that two thirds of the dry goods, &c. imported 
cral ground on which it is supported or opposed} and consumed in the United States, are imported on 
ay be seen. It would appear to us, from a first) foreign account. A low rate of interest may indicate 
ew of the subject, that there will be considerable) either prosperity or adversity, and shew what is vul- 
‘iculty in steering such a course as shall srovide garly called either a “plenty” or ‘“‘scarcity” of mo- 
« the punishment of crime in the manner propos-| ney. Inan old and thickly populated country, like 
', without interfering with the proper and more} England, for example, wherein the people are as fully 
nvenient jurisdiction of the states in many cases:| employed as they well can be, a low rate of interest 
tt that something ought to be done, seems very evi-| is an evidence of the nation’s wealth; but in others, 
ent, —- like the United States, young, vigorous and sparcely 
Tue averion system. There is no doubt that the; populated, though blessed with a good soil and cli- 
toxt ef ‘be business of importing dry goods,) mate, a high rate of interest, as representing the ac- 
‘awares, &c. for the consumption of the people of | tive employment of money, may shew the nation’s 
¢ United States, is in the hands of foreigners—not be-| prosperity. The fact is, there is an abundance of 
uuse of the want of capital, enterprise or judgment} capital all along our sea-board; and yet, becatse it 
‘our own merchants, butfor the reason that foreign- | moves slowly, we say that money is ‘“‘scarce;” and 
‘scan, and do, supply us at rates more profitable to; there is a want of capital, as well as of cireulation, in 
emselves, THOUGH MORE ONEROUS TO Us, than Ame-| the interior. Now, onthe same principle, that every 
‘An merchants can obtain. It has been reasonably/ man is willing that wheat should be worth two dol- 
Hewn that they may, with apparent honesty, enter; lars per bushel to the growers of the grain, because 
er goods at the custem house for two and an half; of a foreign demand for flour, so a high rate of inte- 
"cent. less duty than our own merchants must pay;| rest should gratify us, as affording proof that money 
ad when to this is superadded the false entries which| was in demand—and money itis that brings forth and 
ust be naturally expected in a forced trade, itis very| stimulates labor; which again creates value converti- 
hoderate to suppose that a million a year is lost to| ble into money, in perpetual succession. The time 
"¢ public revenue by auction sales of the particular| has been when though our banks divided eight or nine 
‘ics of goods mentioned. This is taken from the| per cent. annnally, the price of their stocks were nat 
huvlic purse to be placed in the private pockets of| much more than at par; and pow that of the bank of 
“So¢ers, and thereby, also, the business of importing} the United States, which divides only five per cent. 
“i is wrested from those who should rightfully| and cannot be expected to divide much more, is at 
8088 it, and monopolized by foreigners. That they}twenty per cent. above par. The former state of 


ve eee it, and to an alarming extent, ig|things was evidence that the capital of the country 
rol, XAVIT.—— 20, 
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was fully employed—but the latter is proof of revers- { 
ed circumstances. The capital, no doubt, has in-! 
creased; but so has our populatign, and so ought our 
wants for it. Our cities are filléd with idle capital, 
because that a great part of the trade carried on in 
them is on account of foreigners; and the interior 
wants capital, because that itis idle in the cities. The 
time has been, when it was advantageous to pay inte- 
rest to foreigners for the use of their capital—but the 
time is, when every cent, so paid, is so much lost, and 
forever, to the United States, because that we hare 
much unempioyved capital. 

Let persons differ as they may about the propriety 
of raising a revenue by indirect taxation or the impo- 
sition of duties on goods imported, they will all agree 
that the revenue, as intended to be paid, shall be paid: | 
and especially resolve that foreigners shall not intro- 
duce articles at lesser rates of duty, than our own 
eitizens may. It is the design of the laws that they 
shall not—but that they do so introduce them may 
be taken as an induhitable fact, and to the extent of 
not less than a million of dollars a year. This is a 
Sum of money well warth lanking after And if tha 
public treasury must néeds be defrauded of it, let us, 
at least, so manage matters as to keep the profits of 
the fraud at home, that we may have a chance of tax- 
ing them in the shape of houses and lands, built or 
brought into a state of mprovement. — 

{ shall now say afew words concerning the state re- 
venues derived from sales at auction, as inducing some 
to oppose the passage of a law for restraining them. 
if their aggregate revenues amount to 200,000 dol- 
lars a year, it is probable that about one third or one 
half may be lost by the adoption of such measures as 
the general weifare of the country requires. And, 
surely, not more than an half, because that a wish is 
not entertained to interfere with the sales of such ar- 
ticles as do not interfere with American business and 
capital; and West India and South American pro- 
ducts, &c. &c. will be exempted from the operation of 
the law, for the trade with these islands and countries 
is by American labor, money and ships. Eighty or 
one hundred thousand dollars loss to the public trea- 
suries of some of the states, is to stand in opposition 
to a million lost to that of the United States, and two 
millions more of profits monopolized by foreigners, and 
the want of employment that necessarily follows so 
grcata drain of the circulating medium of the coun- 
try—for these profits, no matter what present shape 
they have, must result in the abstraction of so much 
money from the business of the country, and, by less- 
ening the business, diminish the circulation; which is, 
to the common prosperity, like that of the blood 
through our veins. Without it, there must be a pa- 
falysis. It is sufficient to present those facts and re- 
marks. Toreason upon them, would be to insult the 
understanding of every reflecting man. 

The great object is—to Wing back the business of 
cour country to its former state, when it was in the 
handsof American merchants, and the profits made 
wy them were added to the general stock of the na- 
tional wealth, liable to be used for all national pur- 
poses, of peace or war. If this is attainable by a re- 
striction of sales at auction, how can we hesitate to 
restrict them? and why should it not be done? It 
was by restriction that we built up the commerce 
and navigation of the United States—and, by restric- 
tions innumerable, it is that Great Britain has arrived 

at her present mighty power, and becomethe bank- 
ing place of the world—that even the countries 
which produce the precious metals are compelled to 
borrow them of her! This is certainly right and 

roper—that the commerce and navigation of the 

Jnited States should not be carried on by and for 
the profit of foreigners, if possible tosecure them for 
the employment of our own labor and capital, seeing 
ttrat we have much labor and capital te spare. 
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B. 


A statement Pasd the value and quantities, re- 
spectively,f merchandise on which duties actu- 
ally accrue during the year 1823, (consisting of 
the differene between articles paying duty import- 
ed, and thee entitled to drawback re-exported;) 
and, also, o the nett revenue which accrued that 
year, fron duties on merchandise, tonnage, pass- 


ports ancclearances. 
MERCHANDISE PAYING DUTIES AD VALOREM. 


931,271 dollars at 74 per cent. 69,845 32 
‘ 

















From which deduct, 

Duties refunded, &c. after deducting 
therefrom duties on merchandise, 
the particulars of which could not 
be ascertained and difference of cal- 





culgtim - -  - - 57,011 
$17,452,403 

‘ Add—- 

-) <i} per cent. retained on 

> drawback 126,359 £5. 


Extra duty on merchan- 
dise imported in foreign 























vessels 25,915 42 
Discriminating duty on 
French vessels 7,183 58 
Interest en bonds 20,865 18 
storage received 3,714 86 
184,038 
Duties on merchandise 17,636,441 
Duties on tonnage 71,857 94 
Light money 17,038 16 
Bassports and clearances 12,576 00 
- 101,472 
17,737,914 
Veduct drawback on domés- 
lic refined sugar exparted 2,281 68 
Do. do. on domestic dis- 
llled spirits exported 3,517 60 
% 5,799 
_ Gross revenue 17,732,114 
"Xpenses of collection 723,543 
Nett revenue, per statement A 17,008,570 





other places than China 





{ 6,796,255 


White clayed 1,172,054 


-__oOoO lo 


43,309,475 


Exported, 47,486 
Bonnties and al- 
lowances reduc- 
ed into bush. 938,223 


2. Spirits. 


4. Sugar. 
Brown 42,137,421 lbs. a 


4 


5. Salt. 
Imported, bush. 5,435,449 a 20 cts. 1,087,089 80 





RT. $07 

—=— 

Explanatory statements and notes. 
1. Wines. 

Maderia . 88,207 gals. a 100 cts. 68,207 00 
Burgundy, &e. * 4,058 100 4,058 00 
Sherry & St. Lucar $9,252 60 5,551 20 
Lisbon, Oporto,&c. 35,471 50 17,735 50 
Teneriffe, &c. 185,111 40 14,044 40 
Claret, in bottles 70,795 30 21,238 50 
All other 1,357,211 15 203,581 65 
1,730,105 $394,416 25 











33,933,703 é at 15 “ 2,090,055 Grain, Ist proof 196,138 gals.a 42 cts. 82,377 96 
6,120,269 « at 20 “ 1,224,053 2d $2,928 45 14,817 60 
5,467,941 «& at 25 “ 3,866,985 3d 40,230 48 19,310 40 
1,645,610 “ at 30 <t 493,683 4th 15,955 52 8,296 60 
5th 548 60 328 80 
$8,098,794 « dt 20.3 average 7,744,622 Other, Istand 2d 431,876 33 164,112 88 
3d 1,112,062 42 467,066 04 
Specific duties. 4th 1,870,470 48 $97,825 60 
}, Wines 1,730,105 galls. 5th 1,315 57 749 55 
at 22.6 cts. average 394,416 25 Above 5th 630 70 441 00 
2. Spirits 3,702,152 galls. od re 
e w2.1 CLS. 4vofage 1,090,526 As 3,702,152 1,655,326 43 
Molasses 13,284,451 galls. 3. Teas. 
; _at5.0 cts. average 664,222 55 Bohea 585,864 lbs.a@ 12 cts. 70,303 68 
3. Teas 6,796,364 lbs. at Souchong 1,593,114 25 398.278 50 
30.9 cts. average 2,105,956 63 Hyson Skin _—‘1, 967,866 28 551,002 48 
Oe Ser ong at iii site ie Hyson&Y’ng do. 2,384,142 40 953,656 80 
U Cs. averag o ° Imperial 265,525 50 32,762 
4, Sugar 43,309,475 Ibs. P , ——— 
at 5.02 cts. average 1,311,004 79 6.796.5t1 2106.0 
5. Salt 4,449,740 bush. at Deduct exported, ' Eee oS 
20.0 cents average 889,948 00 Souchon 256 56 70 
6. All other articles 1,813,750 90 8 ™ 
9,764,792 ” 6,796,255 2,105,916 92 
: Add extra duty on teas imported from 
$17,509,414 J P 


39 71 





2,105,956 63 


$ cts. 1,264,122 63 


46,882 16 





1,311,004 79 


985,709 a 20cts. 197,141 80 




















4,449,740 889,948 00 
Rate 
6. All other articles. Quantities| of | Duties. 
duty. ' 

Duck, Russia pieces 28,582) 200 57,164 00 
Ravens — 31,387) 125 39,233 76 
Holland _ 1,433; 250 3,832 50 

Sheetings, brewn Russia - 3,729; 160 5,966 40 

white do. _ $41; 250 1,352 50 

Beer, ale & ? nape bottles, galls. 99,733, 15 14.959 95 

Do. O- in casks — 12,196} 10 1,219 60 

Qil, spermaceti ~- 24,948) 25 6,237 oo 

Whale and other fish - 1,'15| 15 167 25 
Olive, in casks — §,65!| 25 1,412 75 

Cocca pounds 787,586, 2 15,75) 72 

Chocolate _ 2,086 3 62 452 

Sugar, candy - 1,157) i 138 84 
Loaf —- 840) 12 100 80 
Other refined - 574, 10 57 40 

Fruits, almonds _ 393,044, 3 11,791 32 
Currants _ 1$2,476 3 4.574 23 
Prunes and plums _ 156,839, 3 4,705 17 

i — 485,908 3 14,577 24 
Raisins, jar, &e. =~ 1,290,225; 3 38,706 75 
other - 1,256,947; 2 25,138 94 

Candles, wax or spermaceti — 2,502 6 150 12 

Cheese — 66,122; 9° 5,950 98 

Soap = 281,044; 3 8.43. 32 

Spices , mace - 3,399} 200 3,399 00 

Nutmegs -- 34,865, 60 20,919 og 



















“ = = a 


a 





= 
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r .,.._ | Rate E. 
6. All other articles. Quantities. of Duties. 
i duty. | ee ycne of the moneys received into the easury, from 
——— : | an ail sources, oiher th dur- 
Spices, ciismamon pounds 11,834) 25 9960 80] ioe th, one are A an customs and pulc lands, du 
Cloves _ 93,936! 925 23,184 00 5 tle yea) J 
So al "1 “aaneeal 180.340 40 From arrears of old internalrevenue 713 96 
; gifs ,466 . a 
Cassia ~ 277,555} 6 16,653 30 direct tax of 1798 108 60 
Tekagen, manatee’, other new internal revemkt, 34,168 21 
than snull aod cigars — 7,085} 10 70S 50 999 * 
Snuf poo I = ant - new direct tax, 10,229 7 
Indigo vy $21,748) 15 48.252 20 | dividends on stock in the bank of th 
Cotton _ 138,116) 3 4,143 48 United States, 350,000 06 
Gunpowder —_ 27,126; 8 2,170 08 fees ‘ 0 
Bristics - 98158; 3 2,944 74 owe patter pasene, +30 " 
Glue ~_ 95.323! 5 4,768 15 postage of letters, 110 63 
Paints, ochre, dry ~ 1,503,320/ 1 } 15,033 20 cents coined in the mint of the United 
in oi —_ 18,823) 1 1-2 £82 34 State 9 150 Oh 
White and red lead _ 3,514,412) 3 { 105.422 36 i voll 13 4 12, 10 00 
Whiuag & Paris white — 507,221) 1 5,078 21| nes, penalties and forfeitures, v 
Lead, pig, bar aud shect _ 930555 9.300 55] returned passage money of American 
bins shet ee ~ rye] 2 16,290 02 seamen, 30 00 
ordage, tarred and cables - 94,123) 3 2 823 69 at " 
untarred and yarn — 283,361! 4 11,324 44} received under the act to abobish the 
twine, packthread and United States’ trading establish- 
e oe otis - 361,567) 4 14,462 68 ments, 37,546 % 
e a=» 286) r 
Tape Le sper 3 surplus emoluments of officers of the 
Wire, iren & steel. not above c ae ; 99.405 c4 
No. 18 = 450,562 5 22,529 10 moneys previously advanced on ac- 
ws at ys No. 18 = 244,050, 9 21,964 50 count of fourth census, 3,178 8&4 
acks, brads and sprigs, not 8 ti . ne “i 
eg ee eles A 232081 5 1,160 20 do. military pensions, 1,828 s: 
Do. above 16 oz. a 6251 4 25 00 do. prisoners of war, 4,683 6 
Iron, nails, pounds} 499,537) 4 19,931 48 balances of advances made to war de- 
—, ry Bre fille ean on partment, repaid under the 3d secs 
ae 2 ewt 49,345! 50 24,922 50 tion of act of Ist May, 1820, 53,758 0) 
Castings = IWATA! 75 14,.07 00 
bar, rolled o— 73 36° a5 120 } Qn - 
Do. hammered _- 092437; 75 519,32) j 535,709 7: 
Sheet, rod aud hoop - 35,837, 250 89.592 50 
_ 70! 8.570 0 y . ® 
a — easel $e ; oop a Treasury department, register’s office, Dec. 16, 1824. : 
po ~ 1'130) 200 2260 00}; JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 
Copperas - 12,838) 100 12.838 00 
Coal bushels 719,021 5 35,951 05 F. 
Fish, dried or smoked = —s quitals 2,057; 100 2,057 00} os i4,, f J ae la oi ih, 
* Pickled, salmon hoor te 2°645| 200 5200 oo | Statement of the expenditures of the United States for t' 
Mackerel - eT] 150 145 50 year 1823. 
All other - 288} 100 283 00 138 rice , , a 
Glass, bottles. biack,quart groce 11,76.| 144 16,935 84) " Civil, miscellaneous, and diplomatic, ait 
Window, not above 8 Legislature 339,057 2 
nA. re. PF at feet or 250 = rok Executive department 473,668 9! 
oO. nota 10Ve 7 y nad 1 4 275 ‘ 2 8 } 4 sPrC . at in yf) f 
Do. above 10by 12 — 3,599] 325 21.696 75 | Officers of the mint 9,000 
Boots pairs 112) 150 168 00 | Surveying department ; aus 15,216 6 
Shoes, silk _ 1.641) 30 4°? 30) Commissioner of the public buildings 1,500 0 
_ _ heather = 2,939). 25 5 .0| Governments in the territories of the Unit- 
Cigars M. 14,61%) 250 36 $47 50} 1 States iim ¢ 
Piay ing cards packs 841| 30 252 30 | (ed states 29,518 7 
——— | Judiciary 190,350 1! 
1,824,854 75 
D: duct excess of exportation over - 
importation, viz: $1,058,911 6: 
Candles. tallow. at 3 cts. 34,302} , 1,029 04 
"Fallow, at 1 ernt §.304 $3 0: Annuities an 9 398 ]f 
Shoes, children’s at I5cents 145 21 75) Mi ae a d thor 4139 2 
ae 1,103 85 | Mint estadiishment 14,139 I 
| | Unclaimed merchandise 334 59 
“ae | oink ore Light house establishment 207,610 25 
Treasury department, registér’s office, Jan. 1, 1825. | Surveys of public lands 135,990 9 


JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 


D. [apstract.] 


Statement of lands sold, and moneys received, on account 
of public lands, during the year 1823. 

Gross amount of lands sold in 1823, $20,136 26-100} Repairing road from Cumberland to Ohio — 8,000 0% 

acres, towit: at Delaware 75,208, Brookville 108,274 | Roads within the state of Indiana 17,857 $4 

Crawfordsville 73,403, Sangamon 48,405, Detroit 


| Boundary line between Missouri and Ar- 





kansaw 2,000 00 
Land claims in Florida territory 8,292 9% 
Adjustment of land claims in Michigan ter- 

ritory 500 bi 
Road from Cumberland to Ohio 5,289 48 


toads and canals within the state of Mis- 


7,717, St. Louis $9,174, Franklin 61,315, Choctaw souri 
district 59,366, St. Stephens 118,842, Tuscaloosa| Marine hospital establishment 


29,731, Sparta 33,447—alj else under 25,000 acres. Public buildings in Washington 116,200 09 
t 


Gross amount of moneys received in 
1823 for lands sold prior to Ist July 


1820 
Total amount received in 


1823 


Apartments inthe City Hall for the circui 
court of the United States 


148,423 09; Monument over the tomb of Elbridge 
993,559 35 


Gerry 





Payment of claims for property lost 


The incidental expenses, including salary and com- | Payments of balances due to officers of old 
mission, amounted to $71,812 87, and the re-payments internal revenue, &e. . 
; and the receipts at the | Payments of balances due to colleetors of 
treasury were $915,523 19. 


to individuals to 2,153 20 


2 OO 





| new interna] revenue 
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NLES’ REGISTER—JANUARY 15, 1825—TREASURY REPORT. 809 
Prohibitionpf the slave trade 2,682 0S, Pay of Indian agents 23,560 pa 
cesneatel learning within the state Pay of sub-agents 11,475 pd 

of Iliniis 5,955 82| Presents to Indians 11,578 27 
Payment ofcertain certificates 331 34| Treaty with the Creeks 23,053 349 
Purchase sf the sixth volume of the laws of Do. Choctaws 502 58 

the United States " 2,200 00 | Saganaw treaty 2,000 00 
Rebuilding of the public wharf, and re- Treaty of Chicago 1,050 00 

pairing public store houses, Staten Purchase of Creek and Cherokee reser- 

Island 13,499 00 vations 34,500 00 
Additional commercial digest 1,000 00] Annuities to Indians 183,074 08 
Miscellaneous expenses 64,024 55 | Reservation of Indian lands. 9,000 00 

— | Purchase of lands in Tuscarawas county, 
671,063 78 Ohio 1,000 00 
Bounties and premiums 3,094 04 
Diplomatie department 101,328 56} Fortifications 4,281 00 
Contingent expenses of foreign inter- Repairs of Fort Jackson 3,856 30 

course 30,584 37| Cannon, powder, shot and shells 369 63 
Missions to the independent nations on Expenses at arsenals — 419 

Att anions wen Sleniee eo,osy VU! Kelier O§ Sunary individuals $9,255 81 
Relief and protection of American sea- Do. officers, &c. of Seminole cam- 

) men 25,984 28 paign 41,056 47 
') Treaty with Spain 20,272 93 
Prize causes 12,000 00 $5,266,957 89 
Treaty of Ghent, 4th, 6th and 7th articles 13,394 00|From which deduct the following re- 
Do. Ist article 10,014 20 payment: 
Treaties with Mediterranean powers 9,020 22) Expenses of holding treaties with Indi- 
ans, per act of 20th April, 1818 §,663 12 
292,118 56 
Total expenditure military dept. $5,258,294 77 
Total of civil, miscellaneous, &c. 2,022,093 99 
Naval department, viz: 
Military department, viz: Pay of the navy 904,654 43 
Pay of the army 952,944 51} Provisions 217,260 20 
Subsistence 271,712 56 | Repairs of vessels 399,174 85 
') Forage 35,624 71 | Navy yards, &c. 82,324 73 
Clothing 126,833 41} Medicines 26,161 98 
Medical and hospital department 18,175 19} Contingent 158,108 5] 
Contingent expenses 16,337 11] Ordnance and ordnance stores 7,666 62 
Urdnance 32,872 06 | Superintendents, &c. 40,201 75 
Quartermaster’s department 262,707 83 Laborers and fuel for engine 21,851 00 
Repairs and contingencies of fortifica- Gradual increase 307,729 34 
_ tions 28,123 31 | Suppression of piracy 104,476 93 
Vort Monroe 102,142 89 | Prohibition of the salve trade 8,498 75 
Fort Calhoun 78,343 59 | Inclined plane, docks, &c. 24,700 06 
Fort Washington 32,971 93 } Ship houses 4,914 1} 
Fort Delaware 46,500 00 | Survey of the coast of Florida 1,337 50 
Vort at Mobile Point 81,997 18 Do. North-Carolina 402 00 
‘ort on the right bank of the Mississippi 15,675 79 | Pay and subsistence of the marine corps 154,353 30 
Fort opposit Fort St. Philip 23,697 20 | Clothing do. 27,878 15 
Military academy, West Point 11,187 62) Fuel do. 4,134 32 
Brigade of militia 794 56 | Military stores do. 7,937 80 
Medals for officers 2,700 00 | Contingencies do. 16,852. 62 
Arrearages 44,854 83) —_ ~ 
Balances due to certain states 6,841 50 2,520,618 94 
Preservation of arms 42 24! From which deduct the following repay- 
Repairing arms 418 95 ments: : 
Preservation of ammunition 1,796 58 | Purchase of timber 100 00 
Army supplies 4,495 33! Purchase of vessels from § to 
Repairs of arsenals 175 23} 16 guns 1,532 03 
Arming and equipping the militia 207,956 24;Captors of Algerine vessels 14,970 25 
Gratuities 3,050 77} Officers and crew of the Hor- 
Armories 344,541 77 net 250 $3 
National armory on the western waters 3,500 00 16.858 ll 
Expenses of recruiting 9,086 99 ; — 
Militia courts martial, New York 2,487 74) Total expenditure naval department $2,503,765 83 
Do. Pennsylvania 152 80 — 
Barracks at Baton Rouge 29,178 77 Public debt, viz. 
Purchase of woollens for 1823 75,000 00} Interest and reimbursement of domestic 
Road from Plattsburg to Sackett’s Harbor 2,150 00 debt 5,524,034 $7 
ansom of American captives 2,536 90} Certain parts of domestic debt 504 97 
Ae Rigolets 94,527 82; Reimbursement of Mississippi stock 5,477 07 
Arsenals 30,861 08 — 
aye plans, &e. war office 10 00 | Total of public cebt 5,530,016 41 
Indallle elaal pensions — 1,449,097 04 . -_ 
Cente and half pay pensions 331,491 48] Total expenditures for 1823 15,314,171 00 
Caan of Indian department 74,834 28) Treasury department, register’s office, Dec. 16, 1824. 
: ation of Indians 13,765 674 JOSEPH NOURSE, Register 
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eP G. [asstRact ]} 

This gives a statement of the lands sold in the two 
first quarters of the year 1824—The amounts are 
357,160 acres; for which were received $456,507 36 

Gross amount received in the first two 

uarters ef 1824, for lands sold prior to 





the Ist July, 1820, 48,965 12 

Total received in two first quarters, 1824, 505,472 58 
Incidental expenses 36,437 25 
Repayment to individuals 493 77 





36,931 02 





Nett proceeds two first quarters, 1824, $468,541 56 





Amount paid into the treasury in first two 
quarters of 1824 357,410 70 
Do. do. in third quarter, 1294, 411,004 40 





Total paid into treasury in three quart’s $768,805 10 





H. 
Statement of moneys received into the treasury, from all 
sources, other than customs and public lands, from the 
Ist of January, to the 30th September, 1824: 


From arrears of old direct tax of 1798, 5,203 50 
new internal revenue, 28,053 94 
new direct tax, 998 46 
dividends on stoek in the bank of the 
United states, ' $50,000 00 
fees on letters patent, 4,770 00 
cents coined at the mint, 5,550 00 
returned passage money of Ameri- 
can seamen, 10 00 
surplus emoluments of officers of the 
customs, .31,490 56 


money received under the act to 
abolish the United States’ trading 
_ establishments, 17,860 00 
balances of advances made to war 
department, repaid under the 3d 
section of the act of the Ist May, 





_ 1820 42,498 69 
moneys previously advanced, on ac- | 
count of prisoners of war, 2,984 91 
moneys previously advanced, on ac- 
count of military pensions, 400 00 
489,820 06 


Loan of five millions, at 44 per cent. 
to provide for the awards under 
treaty with Spain, 5,000,000 00 





$5,489,820 06 
Treasury department, register’s office, Dec. 16, 1824. 
: JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 


I. 

Shews the expenditures of the United States from 
the Ist Jan. to 30th Sept. 1824—It is not needful to 
give more than the aggregates at this time—to wit: 
Civil 1,077,865 08 
Miscellaneous ' 549,546 92 
Diplomatic, including claims on Spain 4,940,715 99 


‘Military, including pensions, Indian an- — 


nuities, &c. 4,548,374 49 
Naval 2,172,671 34 
Public debt 

Interest 4,101,284 94 
Redemption of 7 per cent. | 
stock 4,170,623 97 
Reimbursement of Mis- 
sissippi stock 2,600 00 
Treasury notes 20 00 





8,274,528 91 





Total 21,563,702 73 
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a 


PUBLIC DEBT. 
», 1-~Shewshe amount of the public debt on the Ist October, 1823, which was $90,451,864 03 


io. 2—Gives te amount on the Ist January, 1524, at 90,178,014 90 
On the Ist Jauary, 1823, it was 90,777,027 86} 
No. 3. 


Stetement of the debt of the United States, 1st October, 1824. 
ree per cent. stock ~ - - - - - o . 








I 





- $18,296,231 45 











changed six per cent. stock ~ ,s . - - ~ - 2,668,974 99 
15,965,206 44 
percent. stock of 1812 - - . - - : , 6,187,006 84 
Do. of 1813,(sixteen millions),  - . - . ots Soh 6S 
Do. of 1813, (seven and a haif millions), - - 6,812,845 44 
Do. of 1814 - ° . - - - 13,001,437 63 
Do. of 1815 . . ° - a - 9,490,099 10 
yeasury note six percent.stock ~- - - - . - 1,467,564 09 
Do. seven per cent. do. - - : - . 4,483,093 17 
ve per cent. stock, (subscription to the bank of the United States), - 7,000,000 00 
Do. of 1820 © ° - - - - 999,999 13 
No. of 1821 P . . “ - 4,735,296 30 
schanged five percent. stock or 1szz- - - - - 56,704 77 
yr and a half per cent. stock, per act of the 24th May, 1824 - - 5,000,000 00 
74,731,865 10 
Amount $90,697,071 54 
Treasury department, register’s office, Dec. 23, 1824. JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 


“org..—The amount of the debt on the Ist Ocfober, 1823, per estimate (No. 3.) which ac- 
companied the secretary’s report, of the 31st December, 1823, was stated at $90,451,834 24 
The reimbursement of the deferred stack, to that day, inclusive, was oyer es- 











timated - - - - - ° - ° - 29 79 
Amount of the debt on the Ist of October, 1823, per statement No. 1. herewith 90,451,864 03 
Add treasury note six per cent. stock, issued in the 4th quarter, 1823 716 75 

90,452,580 78 
Deduct reimbursement of deferred stock, on the 31st December, 1823 274,565 88 
Amount of the debt on the Ist Janaary, 1824, per statement No. 2. herewith 90,178,014 90 


Add four and a half per cent. stock, (issued under the act of the 24th May, 1824) 5,000,000 00 
$5,178,014 90 





Deduct reimbursement of deferred stock, during the three first quar- 
ters of 1824 . - . 357,546 26 


And the 7 per cent. stock, purchased under the act of 22dJan. 1824, 4,123,397 10 
4,480,943 36 








Amount of the debt on the 1st of October, 1824, as above stated . - $0,697,071 54 
Add estimated amount of four and a half per cent. stock, proposed to be issued 
during the fourth quarter of the present year, under the act of 26th May, 1824 2,500,000 00 


93,197,071 54 





Deduct payments to be made during the same period, viz: 











For the redemption of the exchanged six percent. stock  - ~ 2,668,974 99 
Residue of the seven per cent. stock  - . - - 4,483,093 17 
7,152,068 16 
Which will reduce the debt, on the 1st of January, 1825, to 7 - - $86,045,003 38 
\o. 4—Shews that there are outstanding of treasury notes = - - - . - $19,756 00 


No. 5—Statement of the stock issued unier the act of congress, entitled ‘“‘an act supplementary to the act for the indem- 
nification of certain claimants of public lands in the Mississippi territory,” passed the Sd March, 1815. 





(mount of claims awarded, per statement No.5, of last report, $4,282,151 124 
Whereof, there was paid in for lands, per said report, 2,447,535 39 
Payments at the treasury to the 30th September, 1823, 1,813,356 86 

Do. from the Ist October, 1823, to the Ist December, 1824, 1,242 34 
) ———1,820,599 20 
Balance, Ist December, 1824, consisting of certificates outstanding, 13,971 93 
Awards not applied for, 44 601 

14,016 532 








; $4,282,151 12% 
Treasury department, register’s office, Dec. 23, 1824. JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 


= 


_, There has been issued, since the first of October last, under the act of the 26th May, 1824, certificates 
* four and a half per cent. stock, in exchange for an equal amount of the six per cent. stocks of 1813, sub- 
“-ribed prior to that day, the sum of - . “ ; . + Genet 46 
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Trade between Missouri & Mexico. 
PRESENTED TO THE SENATE, Jan. 3, By Mr. BenTON. 


Answers of Augustus Storrs to queries addressed to him 

. by the hon. Thomas H. Benton, senator in congress from 
the state of Missowri, upon the origin, present state, and 
Suture prospect, of trade and intercourse between Mis- 
sourt and the internal provinces of Mexico. 

Question. 1. Do you know whether a commercial in- 
tercourse has been carried on between Misscuri and 
the internal provinces of Mexico? If so, at what time 
did it commence? 

-inswer. Messrs. McNight, Beard, and others, of 
St. Louis, were the first adventurers in this trade, in 
the year 1812. Their misfortunes and sufferings are 
well known to the American people. In 1817, Mr. 
Chouteau, of the same place, successfully accomplish- 
ed the expedition. But the government of Spain 
viewed, with extreme jealousy, an intercourse of 
other nations with her American dependencies, and 
the different American administrations, no doubt, in 
conformity with instructions from that court, threw 





in its way every discouragement and obstacle in their 
power. Personal danger, and the risk of introducing | 
goods, amounted almost to a prohibition. The revo- | 
lution, however, which eventuated in the indepen- | 
dence of Mexico, entirely altered its policy in this | 
respect. Subsequently to that event, Messrs. Glenn, | 
of Ohio, and Becknell, of this state, were the first! 
who went out in the year 1821. They were receiv-| 
ed with hospitality by the citizens, and with much 
courtesy and friendship by the officers of government. 
Since that time, a small capital has been annuaily 
employed in this trade. 

Q. 2. Have you been engaged in that intercourse 
yourself? If so, at what time, and with what accom- 
paniment of men, horses, and carriages? 

A. Iwas engaged in that intercourse during the 
last summer. The company consisted of eighty-one | 
amen, who had one hundred and fifty-six horses and 
mules; twenty three four-wheeled vehicles, one of | 
which was a common road wagon, and one piece of 
field artillery. The company adopted rules and re- 
gulations. for its government; which rules created 
three offices, and specified the duties of the incum- 
bents. They also regulated the conduct of the mem- 
bers towards each other, and their intercourse with 
the Indians. | 

Q. 3. Over what road did you travel? 

4. From the western limit of Missouri, near Fort 
Osage, our course to the Arkansas river was W.S. W. 
thence, up that river, considerably north of west, 240 
tiles; thence, 40 miles due south, to the Semerone, 
river; thence, up the Semerone, nearly a due west 
eourse, 100 miles; thence, S. W. to Taos, the first 
Mexican settlement which this course reaches. Al- 
lowance must be made for numérous deviations from 
these general courses, occasioned by the winding of 
streams. 

Q. 4. What was the face of the country, and the 
means of subsistence for men and horses? 

A. The face of the country, through which this route 
passes, is open, level and free from impediments, to 
the base of the Rocky Mountains. The character of 
the soil, the growth of timber, and the appearance of 
the water courses, between the Missouri and the Ar- 
kansas, are essentially different from the character 
which they assume beyond that river. The soil is 
extremely fertile, of a dark color, and Joose. The 
timber is the same with that of Missouri, with the ex- 
ception of a peculiar kind of ash, which I have not 
witnessed elsewhere. It grows thickly immediately 
on the banks of streams, and sometimes extends a 
short distance upon the bottoms, In consequence of 
the richness and looseness of the soil, and there be- 
ing very litiie sand or gravelin its composition, the 





Semerone. On this river there is no obstruction, ef 





banks of the streams are steep, and the channels deep 


OT A ee 


= ——— 
and often miry. On the one side of theoute was thE 
Big and Little Blue rivers, and the Knsas; and, o,f 
the other, the Osage, the Neocio, and ae Verdigrise & 
Their tributaries are numerous, almot beyond pre 
cedent; and many of them appear neaay as large x 
their principals, at an equal distance above thei 
junction. The- situation of the ground often cause 
them to pass beyond each other, and interlock. Thy 
wagons often meet with detention, it being absolutely 
necessary to dig the banks down with spades ay 
hoes, and, in some instances, to cover the botton 
with saplings and brush. The prairie here, in t) 
month of May, is adorned with a great variety of flo 
ers, and, probably, presents some of the most dista 
and beautiful views on earth. The grass, having a 
tained its growth, is high; and, in the bottoms, wa 
in some places, several inches taller than a perso 
head, on horseback, when we returned. On approse! 


ing the Arkansas bordering its bottom, are sand bil 
ol an average Width ol Seven miles ‘I'hey are forms 


of pure sand, congregated by the winds, and whi 
yields, from the pressure of the foot, like snow. | 
some instances, they are thinly covered with vege: 
tion; in others, they are destitute of a single blade; 
grass for miles. My first view of them was distar: 
over a level plain. They were perfectly destitutecR - 
vegetation, and the sand of a yellow color, which, w 
der the reflection and gleaming of the sun, exhibit 
precisely the appearance of a dim flame of fire, ff 
teen or twenty feet in height. My eager inquiry icf | 
an explanation of the cause, was answered that the” 
were sand hills, of which I had before heard much af 
a natural curtosity. Their shapes are various ai— 7 
fanciful, and the travelling over them is slow and ):— 
borious. On this side of the river, however, they” 
only extend twenty-five miles above our usual poi” 
of striking the Arkansas; and they will hereafter 
avoided by bearing a more northern course, whicif ” 
will strike the river above them. The route up theh” 
Arkansas is wholly over a dry, solid, and level bot 
tom, which is not intersected by gullies, and by onlf © 
three creeks, which have gravel bottoms, and af © 
crossed without difficulty. The only timber here if 
eotton wood, of which there are groves of large a0'f , 
scattering trees, at different intervals. On leavin— 
this river, we pass over sand hills ten miles; 20 
thence, over a high and perfectly level plain to tli 
























cept occasionahy the inconvenience of sand. Att} 
point where we leave the Semerone, is the first apf 
pearance of rocks and’ cliffs. We next fall on tite” 
Canadian Fork, at a distance of thirty-five miles. |! 
southern bank is, regularly, almost a perpendiculst Fi 
wall of rock, of a dark color, and forty feet his 
thence, there are small mountains, composed prit 
cipally of the same kind of rock, rising out of the le 
vel prairie. These increase, both in frequency a" 
height, to the base of the grand chain of the Rock 
Mountains. Qur course, however, wholly avoid 
them, and thus far there is not a single hill of couse 
quence, or which presents difficulty to the progre* 
ofawagon. The distance across the mountain is io! F™ 
ty miles, on arcad considerably. used, but in places f™ 
of steep ascent. : 

I have before remarked a general difference in the 
face of the country north and south of the Arkansas. 
Its northern bluff, however, adjoining the bottom, 
may more properly be taken as the line of demar!:* 
tion. South of this jine, the whole country, to the 
foot of the mountains, is, generally speaking, an arid 
sand and gravel. The rains are periodical, and 0% 
copious. The sand absorbs them, as they fall, $0 re* F 
dily, that there are neither runs nor gullies. Theft 
average width of the Arkansas river is, at least, threé 
hundred yards. Its water is muddy and turbid, like 
that of the Missouri, and it appears little less forms 
dable than that river, although our wagons crossed 
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' rent, and its banks were every where overflowed. 
Its water is strongly impregnated with nitric or saline 
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wthout dificulty. Its bottom is a pure quick-sand, 
wiich almo:t as naturally seeks an equilibrium as 
thi water its:lf. If the current forces a channel, the 
sand immedigely rolls in from every side, until it at- 
tains a level. Consequently, the bottom is uniform, 
and the water hallow. I have not observed the Se- 
merone tracéd o any map, although its length and pe- 
culiarity deservelly entitle it to that distinction. Its 
source is inthe mountains, west of the Arkansas, and 
it runs nearly parallel with that river, upwards of 
400 miles. In ascending it, there was no running, 
and very little standing water. We never failed ob- | 
taining it, however, by digging eighteen inches in the | 
sand. When we returned there was a strong cur- 








qualities, and its bottoms exhibit numerous appear- 
ances of the same substance, in a state of incrusta- 


tion. Its disembogyement is not known, and there is 
almost an universal belief that it loses itself in the | 


sand. ) 

With regard to the natural means of subsistence, 
there is, probably, no other equal extent of wilder- 
ness inthe world so well supplied. Deer are scarce, 
but buffalo, elk and antelopes, are abundant. Buffa- 
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Q. 9. Have duties been paid on the merchandise 
carried out? If so, to what amount upon the value of 
the goods? : ; 

A. The duty imposed by the government of the in- 
ternal provinces upon dry goods; imported therein, 
and paid by the Americans, was 25 per cent. ad va- 
lorem. The Americans, universally suspected that 
this duty was arbitrarily imposed by the governor of 
New Mexico, without law; and the following circum- 
stances strengthened the suspicion. 

Ist. The ignorance of the best informed citizens of 
the province, of the existence of such a duty. 2d. 
The declaration of don Manuel Almeha, a member of 
the congresss at Chihuahua, made to myself, that he 
had no knowledge of it, and that he entertained a full 
belief of its illegality. $d. The custom-house officer, 
being called upon for his authority, could produce no 
commission, or other evidence, of his being legally 
authorized to demand or receive it. The duty on the 
article of tobacco, is four dollars per pound, being in- 
tended asa prohibition. It was endeavored to be ex- 
acted from a gentleman of our company, who took 
out asmall quantity, for the use of himself and others 
in his employment: but, after some discussion and 
delay, it was relinquished. During my continuance 


lo meat is, generally, esteemed superior to beef; and} in New Mexico, the governor told Mr. Anderson, of 


that of the antelope, both in flavor and appearance, | 


has a strong affinity to mutton. Our company had an 
ample supply of fresh meat, almost every day. The 
grasses, in the two descriptions of country before de- 
scribed, are as different as the soil. Between our 


St. Louis, that, probably, hereafter, the duty would 
be 50 percent. The certain object of this increase is 
to place their commeree, from the south, on a more 
equal footing with that of the Americans, and the 
measure, f have no doubt, is strongly urged by a few, 





settlements and the Arkansas, is the common tall 
prairie grass of Missouri. 
prevails wholly. Itis short and fine. Its nutricious 
qualities and superiority for pasturage, are admitted 
by all. Ihave no doubt that its introduction into our 
fields would be highly beneficial. Beyond that river, 
also, nearly all the rain of the year falls in July and 
August. The growth of vegetation commences only 
with the rainy season; therefore, on the first of July, 
annually, the uplands are brown with the decayed 
growth of the previous year. In September they are 
clothed with a new growth, which is fresh, and ap- 
pears beautifully verdant at that time of the year. 

Q. 5. What time was occupied in going, accom- 
plishing the object of the expedition, and returning? 

A. Four months and ten days. 

Q. 6. What kinds of merchandise are principally 
carried out to the internal provinces? 

A. Cotton geods, consisting of cearse and fine 
cambries, calicdes, domestic, shawls, handkerchiefs, 
steam-loom shirtings, and cotton hose. A few wool- 
len goods, consisting of super blues, stroudings, pelsse 
cloths} and shawls, crapes, bombazettes, some light 
articles of cutlery, silk shawls, and looking glasses. 

In addition to these, rnany other articles, necessary 
for the purposes of an assortment. 

Q. 7. What is received, and brought back, in ex- 
change for merchandise carried out? 

A. Spanish milled dollars, a sinall amount of gold 
and silver, in bullion, beaver fur, and some mules. 

Q. 8. What amount in silver, mules, and furs, are 
returned in a given period—say for the year i$24? 

4. In responding to this query, I shall include all 
the returns for merchandise, transported to Mexico, 
during the present year, although these returns will 
not be complete until the year 1825. One company, 
conveying 18,000 dollars worth of goods, did not leave 
this state until the 10th November, ultimo; conse- 
quently, the returns will not take place until the next 
summer. Agreeably to this construction of the ques- 
tion, the returns, at the lowest estimates, will amount 
to 180,000 dollars. They consist, principally, in Spa- 
nish dollars and bullion. Exclusive of this, furs, 
taken in that country, by Americans, have already 
been returned, amounting, by actual sales, to 10,044 
dollars. 


| who have, heretofore, monopolized the sales and fixed 


Beyond, the buffalo grass‘ the prices of the country. I would here take the 


| liberty of stating my opinion, that there is very little 
system or consistency in the political arrangements 
of this provincial government; and that, without any 


| and trade, they look to temporary expedients, rather 
| than permanent and general results. 

Q. 10. Are the inhabitants of the internal provinces 
|favorable to the continuance of this commerce? 

1. The affirmative of this question is beyond a 
doubt. Their professions of respect for our na- 
tional character, and of attachment to our principles, 
are universal; and their actions area sufficient proot 
of sincerity. The door of hospitality is opened with 
a cheerful welcome, and every office of friendship 
and kindness, which might be expected from inti- 
mate acquaintance, is voluntarily proffered by a 
stranger. In all their principal towns the arrival of 
the Americans is_a source of pleasure, and the 
evening is dedicated to dancing and festivity. Almost 
without an exception, likewise, they ‘@enounce the 
duty as an act of injustice and extortion, and openly 
lavish their censure upon its authors. Their accom- 
modations are generally indifferent, but they deserve 
much praise for their kindness, urbanity and hospi- 
tality. Few nations practice these virtues to a greater 
extent. 

Q. 11. Through what sesports have foreign goods 
been heretofore imported into the internal pro- 
vinces? 

4. Vera Cruz, Wymos, Tampico, Acapulco and 
San Blas; more than a yeur since the royalists have 
had possession of thé fortification, which commands 
the harbor of Vera Cruz, which circumstance con- 
verted a part of its trade to Wymos. 

Q. 12. Over what route, and by what means of 
conveyance, have foreign goods been, heretofore, 
brought into the internal provinees? 

4. They were introduced from different parts of 
the vice royalty and principally from Vera Cruz, 
and the city of Mexico. The route is altogether 
over land, by the way of San Louis, Potosi, Zacate~ 
cas and .Durango; and the goods, as well as every 
thing else transported in that country, are carried on 
mules. This manner of transportation is universal, 








just or enlightened views of the benefits of intercourse ~ 
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on account of the roughness of the roads,and the 
want of siiitable timber for vehicles and mechanical 
skill to construct them. The people bear arms, in 
travelling from one village to another, and some risk 
‘is always supposed to attend long journeys. 


Q. 13. Can the internal provinces be supplied with 
foreign goods upon any line of water communication. 


4. 1 know of no communication by water, which, 


at present, offers sufficient inducement for the trans-| 


portation of goods inthat manner. The face of the 
map shews the Rio del Norte to be the natural means 
of communication between the interior and the 
ocean. For some distance below Sante Fe, it is na- 
vigable for boats of twenty tons burthen. But below} 
the Passe det Norte, [have certain information that its 
navigation is entirely interrupted, and prevented b 
sand bars. Its character there is similar to that of 
the Arkansas, where our route intersects it. The Rio 
Colerado of the Gulf of California, the next principal 
river of the internal provinces, penetrates the coun- 
try more than eight hundred miles; but its whole 
course is through a wilderness, anda chain of moun- 
tains intervenes between it and the settlements.— 
Roads must be made, settlements formed, and much 
time elapse, before its navigable advantages can be- 
come useful. The navigation of the Arkansas ts very 
uncertain, although it might probably be asscended 
with boats at certain periods of the year. 


Q. 14. How near do the Arkansas, the Kansas, and 
the Red River approach the town of Santa Fe? 

4. It is two hundred and fifty miles from that town 
to the nearest point on the Arkansas; three hundred 
and ten to the nearest branch‘ of the Kansas, and 
seventy to the waters of Red River. The jatter river 
heads about one degree north of Santa Fe, and is a 
small run where we cross it. 

Q. 15. Can goods be carried from Missouri, to 
Chihuahua and Durango, and offered in market as 
low as the merchandise brought to those places from 
Vera Cruz? 

A. The data which I have, upon which to found an 
answer to this question, are not perfectfully satisfac- 
tory. There are some circumstances, however, which 
tend to an elucidation. Previous to the introduction 
of goods into the province of New Mexico, by the 
Americans, tley were very scarce there, and the pri- 
ecs extravagant. Very soon after, on account of the 
cheapness and superior quality of American goods, 
they ceaseed to import from the vice rtyalty, and the 
returns, for all their articles of exportation, have since 
been made in specie, instead of merchandise. Seve- 
ral persons in that province have different amounts 
laid by, which they do not pretend to sell, unless 
some times an opportunity presents of imposing them 
on hirelings, because they are rejuctant to sell at such 
a loss as is necessary, under the present circumstan- 
ees of their commerce. It is reasonable to suppose 
that the expense of carriage constitutes the only dif- 
fererce between the prices of this province and the 
other internal provinces. Jf such is the fact, there 
is no doubt of advantageous sales below, especially 
in New Biscay and Sonora, which are favored with 
a much greater number of gold and silver mines than 
any of the others. One other fact is still more con- 
elusive. The governor of New Mexico purchased, 
just summer, about $5,000 worth of goods. I was in- 
formed that he intended to send them to the lower 
country, and that he had niade application to an Ame- 
rican gentleman, resident there. to godown and su- 
perintend the sales. He probably had correct infor- 
mation, relative to the prices and prospects of sale 
below, otherwise he would nothave purchased with 
such.an intention. Durango is 300 miles south of 
Chihuahua, and I doubt whether our traders can 
there enter intoa suecessful competition with those 


¥} Company, not immediately realizing the profits: they 


the safety of his country, and the glory of its arms. y 





from the coast. I think the quality of our goods will 


ensure them a preference in that market, when {! 

the other inducements of purchase are equal. 

‘ Q. ng ph European or East Indis goods ben 
rought into the internal provinces through 

of San Blas? . : Botoed 

4. I did not hear the name of that sort mentioned, 
during my continuance there. If gods are import 
ed through it, I presume it is only n sufficient sup- 
ply for the adjacent territory. Acapulco is the great 
mart of trade on that coast, from which goods are. 
distributed both by land and wate-. 

Q. 17. Have any of the adventarers from Missouri 
gone as far as the province of Sorora, or the other in- 
ternal provinces, bordering upon the Gulf of Califor- 
nia: 


A. Never until last summer. About half of our 


had anticipated, and, believing they could effect bet- 


ter sales, went to New Biscay. They have not yet 
returnod, and I have nu tuwthguuaow wf tho 1coult of 


their adventure. 

Q. 18. What is the superficial content of the Inter- 
nal Provinces in square miles, and their population, 
wants and resources? 

1. The best authority says that the internal pro- 
vinces contain 990,000 square miles. Their popula- 
tion may be fairly estimated at 620,000 souls. It is ; 
a fact, which I believe is confirmed by experience, 2. 
that a superabundance of the precious metals is un- ' 
favorable to the progress of improvement and the in- 
crease of happiness in any country. It weakens in. 
ducements to industry, diminishes the respectability 
which ought to attach to the occupation of husban- 
dry, and tends to the corruption of morals and man- 
ners. It encourages indolence, by affording the means 
of livelihood without labor, and Jicentiousness and : 
depravity are very apt to be the consequences of in- 4 
dolence. Industry exertion, and enterprise, impart % 
strength to the body, and vigor to the mind. They | 
q@icken those faculties which render the citizen ho-~ 
nest, active and intelligent; and inspire those sentfi- 
ments which carry the soldier through every toil for 





i es ee ee ee ie 





pines tench IE 


No instance, perhaps, could be produced, more in 
point, to verify these observations, than Spain. With 
opportunities of commerce, wealth and power, equal 
to those of any other European nation, her situation 
is dependent, her government weak, and her army : 
and navy almost anullity. The influx of the precious & 
metals has altered the former habits of the people, 
and, by enabling them to live without resorting to 3 
manual employment, has destroyed the energy of her 
national character. The policy of the mother coun- 
try has strongly co-operated with these causes to de- 
grade the political condition of Mexico and to dis- 
courage her manufactures. They have stifled thaé 
spirit of inquiry, and prevented the effects of emula- 
tion and the introduction of foreign improvements, 
which would have been the inevitable consequence 
of an unrestrained intercourse with other countries. 
I saw but one newspaper in the provinceof,New 
Mexico, and they have no description of books ex- 
cept a few religious works. They are profoundly 
ignorant of whatis going on in the other parts of the 
world; and,I venture to say, that the military fame 
evenof general Jackson, has never reached the ears 
of halfa dozen persons in the town of Santa Fe. Ma- 
ternal jealously and ecclesiastical influence have re- 
moved from the people every means of information, 
and prevented their improvement in every art and 
every science. Consequently, although necessity has 
limited their artificial wants, they have not, within 
themselves, all the necessaries and conveniences of 
life. Iron is difficult to be obtained, and sells at 100 
dollars per ewt. although the country abounds in ore. 
Wollen goods are scarce and dear, yet the interna! 
provinces produce twice the quantity of weol neces 
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sary to cloth their inhabitants. All plates, dishes, 
bowls, water vessels, and every description of cast- 
ings, are supplied by a substitute, manufactured from 
clay, by the civilized Indians. * This ware is superior 
of its kind, and is the invention of the aborigines.— 
They are almost entirely destitute of artizan’s tools 
of every description, and their’ implements of agri- 
culture, such as carts, ploughs, harrows, yokes, 
spades, &c. are universally destitute of the least ad- 
vantage of iron-work. Their spinning is done by the 
sole use of a wooden spindle, operated by a twirl of 
the thumb and finger. These particulars are, in 
themselves, too trifling for enumeration; but, when 
considered in relation to the late administration of 
the government, ard the condition of the people, and 
the practical consequences to be deduced by states- 
men, they become more important. From them, also, 
may be inferred the variety and extent of supplies 
demanded by that market. It will he remembered 
that I speak of New Mexico only, to which my per- 
sonal observation was limited. Report speaks more 
favorably of the condition of the other internal pro- 
vinces. 

+ The natural resources of the country are abundant, 
and I regret that my means of information do not ena- 
ble me to state them with precision. The exports of 
New Mexico, consist of sheep, copper, tobacco, buf- 
falo robes, and dressed skins, the two last of which 
articles, she purchases from the Indians. She re- 
ceives in return, the wines and brandy of the Passo, 
and specie. This trade leaves aclear profit in favor 
of the province, of more than 300,000 dollars. It has, 
some time past, been obstructed and diminished by 
difficulties with the Indians. At present, she main- 
tains peace with all the adjacent tribes, which will 
render this commerce more brisk and profitable.— 
New Biscay, Sonora, and Sinaloa have numerous and 
extensive gold and silver mines. The embarrassments 
af the revolution, and the unsettled state of the go- 
vernment, have rendered them less productive than 
they were anterior to that period. The interruption 
of the regular course of business, occasioned by po- 
litical changes, has caused some not to be worked, 
and inundation has driven the workmen fram others 
ef great value. Enterprise, encouragement, and the 
use of suitable machinery, will, at no distant day, 
give a vast increase to this description of resources. 
Iam informed that two hundred and thirteen mines 
have, at different times, been wurked in the internal 
provinces, but of the annual amount of metal produc- 
ed or coined, Tam entirely ignorant. 

In connection with this subject, it may be proper 
to mention a valuable branch of business in that 
country, which is exclusively enjoyed by American 
citizens; I mean the fur business. The intrepidity 
and enterprise of those engaged in this lucrative pur- 
suit, have justly gained them the admiration both of 
the Mexicans and the Indians. Previous tothe last 
winter, their excursions were confined to the Snowy 
mountains, and the waters of the Rio del Norte.— 
During the last winter they descended the western 
slope of our continent, and accumulated treasures on 
the waters of the Pacific. During the present season, 
their operations are on a more enlarged scale, their 
numbers having received a triple increase. A majo- 
rity of them left Taos, (near the head of the Rio del 
Norte), about the first of August, intending to go west- 
ward thirty days’ journey, probably seven hundred 
miles, before they established quarters. They would 
then diverge, in parties of three or four, wherever 
prospects of success might invite them. Inthese re- 
gions of solitude, the buffalo again become abundant. 
With ordinary success, the proceeds of the present 
season will amount to at Jeast $40,000. The calcu- 
Jation is based upon the supposition that each indi- 
vidual will procure one hundred and fifty pounds of 


Deaver, and a single individual has procured, in one 





season, upwards of four hundred pounds. Our pio- 
neers are already on the Multnomah, and will soon 
be on the coast of the Pacific, and at the mouth of the 
Columbia. The employment, however, is attended 
with much privation, labor and hazard. 

Q. 19. Whattribes of Indians inhabit or traverse 
the country through which the line of communication 
lies, between Missouri and the internal provinces? 

4. The Osages, Kansas, Pawnees, Chiennes, Ara- 
pahoes, Snakes, Kiaways, Camanches and Appachess 
The three first of these tribes are stationary, the 
other erratic. 

Q. 20. Have these Indians committed any robbe- 
ries or murders upon American citizens, engaged in 
carrying on commerce between Missouri and the in- 
ternal provinces of Mexico? 

4. Mr. Choteau was attacked, upon an island of 
the Arkansas, by 300 Pawnees. They were repulsed 
with the loss of thirty killed and wounded, and de- 
clared ® the most fatal affair in which they had ever 
been engaged. This was their first acquaintance 
with American arms. In 1822, Mr. Maxwell was 
killed, and another American was wounded by the 
Camanches, near the mountains. In 1823,the Paw- 
nees killed a Spaniard, in the employment of William 
Anderson, and forcibly took from him thirteen mules, 
on the Arkansas. The company that went out dur- 
ing the summer of the same year, about fifteen miles 
this side of the Arkansas, had upwards of forty 
horses and mules stolen by the Camanches, who lost 
one man in the affair. Thisrobbery bemg committed 
in the Osage territory, was attributed to them, until 
the contrary was ascertained last summer. The same 
company, thirty-two in number, on their return, en- 
countered a war party of eighty Pawnees. The war- 
whoop was sounded, and both parties ranged them- 
selves for battle. But the enemy agreed to a com- 
promise, when they found they could not rob without 
losing the lives of their warriors, which they hardly 
ever risk, unless for revenge or in open warfare. Ia 
the winter 1822, °3, Mr. John McNight was murdered, 
south of the Arkansas, by the Camanches. 

Q. 21. Have the United States furnished any pro- 
tection to the citizens engaged in this trade? 

A. The superintendent of Indian affairs, at St. 
Louis, has granted licenses to many individuals, en- 
gaged in this trade, to pass through the Indian ter- 
ritory. The receiver of the land office, at Franklin, 
now receives Mexican dollars in payment for lands. 
This is a favor, because many of those dollars are 
imperfectly milled, and previously, in some instan- 
ces, passed at a discount. This places them at par 
by weight. I know of noe other protection whieh 
has been granted. 

Q. 22. What protection, or facilties, can the Unit- 
ed States grant, to promote the successful prosecu- 
tion of this commerce in time to come? 

A. The foregoing detail of facts will enable you to 
form as correct an opinion as I possess, relative to 
the nature and extent of protection which this trade 
deserves. I will, however, venture a few ideas on the 
subject. A road, traced out from some point near 
fort Osage, te the Arkansas, would be beneficial. It 
should be marked with mounds of earth, at preper 
distances, so as to be pursued without difficulty. Care 
should be taken to have it intersect all the creeks at 
the best fords that can be found within a convenient 
range; and afew laborers should accompany the re 
viewers, or commissioners, for the purpose of level- 
ling the banks, and throwing up the mounds. The 
advantage of bridges would not compensate the trou- 
ble and expense of erecting them, because, in two or 
three years, they would allbe either swept away, or 
out of repair. The circumstance of packers having 


always passed without difficulty, and of twenty-three 
wagons having performed the route without much de- 
tention, shews that this measu:e is not absolutely ne- 
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cesgary to the successful prosecution of this trade. 
it would be useful, but, there being other objects of 
higher importance, it ought to depend on the amount 
of moneys which government js willing to appropriate 
to these purposes. A garrison on the Arkansas would 
have a strong tendency to prevent the depredations 
of the Indians; but there are objections to the adop- 
tion of such a measure. It would have very little 
influence over the Indians most to be dreaded, unless 
established near the point where we leave that river. 
The soil there is arid, little rain falls until July, and 
J question whether agriculture would succeed without 
artificial irrigation. Supplies would be precarious, 
unless by land transportation, which would render 
them very expensive, the distance being little short 
of four hundred and fifty miles from our nearest 
séttlements. Another objection is, that the buffalo 
will entirely leave a country traversed by white peo- 
ple, which they will not do for the Indians. This 
fact might reasonably be doubted, were it not satis- 
factorily proved by experience. Several tribes of 
Indians that roam over the country, have not the least 
knowledge of cultivation. The buffalo are their 
means of support and commerce, and they would, 
doubtless, look with hostile feelings upon an estab- 
lishment, which would be very likely to deprive them 
of both. 

I believe I speak the sentiments of all Americans, 
who have been in that country, and speak mildly, 
when I say that the people and government there are 
not distinguished for intelligence or candor; and 
that there is more reasonable apprehension of em- 
barrassment from this cause, than on account of the 
The appointment of two agents to that 
country, is recommended by considerations of our 
own interest and other benefits that would flow from 
it. The oneto reside at Chihuahua, the seat of go- 
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perseverance than those engaged in this traffic. One 
company went out in February, another in May, the 
third in August, to trade with the Mexican Indians, 
andthe fourth in November. The last will encoun- 
ter the storms of winter in an open country and with- 
out shelter. They will probably winter on the Ar- 


animals on the inner bark of the cotton-wood, to pro- 
cure which they took drawing knives. Danger, pri- 
vation, heatand cold, are equally ineffectual in check- 
ing their career of enterprise and adventure. The 


May ensuing. 
Thus, sir, Ihave answered the queries which you 
addressed to me. 


our country,! shall fee! myself amply rewarded. 
Yours, respectfully, 
AUGUSTUS STORRS, 
Franklin, (Missowri), November, 1824. 
Honorable Thomas H. Benton, 
Senator in congress from the state of Missouri. 








Eighteenth Congress—2d Session. 
SENATE. 

The following gentlemen were named as the com- 
mittee on Mr. J. S. Johnston’s resolutions relative tc 
the approbation and pledge of the public lands of the 
| United States for the purpose of education and inter 
_nal improvement—Messrs. J. S. Johnston, King, of 
N. Y. Tazewell, Ruggles, and D’Wolf. 

January 10. After other business— 

Mr. Barbour, from the conmittee on foreign rela- 
tions, to whom the several petitions on the subject ot 
piracies were referred, made the following report 

‘That our commerce, for years, has been harassed, 





kansas, in which event, they will have to subsist their 





next caravan will leave this state about the first of 


If the statements of facts which 
have given shall aid you in advancing the interests of 


vernment of the internal provinces, with powers to and the lives of our citizens destroyed, by pirates is- 
negotiate concerning the duty; to procure the grant! suing from the colonies of Spain, in the West Indies, 
of such privileges as may be thought proper; tourge | is a fact derived not only from the message of the 
the redress of all wrongs which our citizens may | president, but is of universal notoriety. These out- 
there sustain; to advocate the rights and interests of | rages have been so long and so often repeated, and 
our country; and to perform such other duties as at- | marked with such atrocious cireumstances, that a 
tach to similar offices. The other to reside at Santa | detai) of the particular cases would be as impractica- 
Fe, with powers, concurrently granted him by the, ble as unnecessary. Our government, with a view to 
Mexican government, to form treaties of peace with | protect our citizens, has resorted to the means within 
the Appaches, Camanches, Kiaways, Snakes, Aripa- | their power, by stationing a naval force near the pla- 


hoes and Chiennes, embracing such provisions as the 
case requires; to endeavor to exercise the influence 
which the Mexicans possess over these Indians, for the 
protection of our trade; to urge an improvement of 
the road across the mountains; and to be an offi- 
cial medium of complaint for all grievances whieh 
now exist, or may hereafter. I have no doubt of the 
willingness of that government to grant concurrent 
powers to any extent, which may be deemed neces- 
sary for the protection of thiscommerce. {[ will not 
descant on the general advantages of such a measure 
to the Mexicans and the cause of liberty in a sister 
republic. The Indians of that region are less enter- 
prizing and more docile, than our border Indians, and 
their friendship might easily be gained. 1 could 
enumerate many instances of their partiality to our 
countrymen, and admiration of the effect of our 
arms, but deem it unnecessary. Forming a com- 
parative opinion from what they have seen of us and 
others, they account us the most improved, brave and 
generous nation on earth. 

In concluding I would observe, that there is very 
little dependence between the governments of the 
vice royalty and the internal provinces. Each have 
A congress: each adopts its own municipal regula- 
tions, and regulate foreign intercourse within their 
respective jurisdictions. The latter is subordinate to 
the former, but to what extent, or on what basis their 
principles of union rest, I have not been able to learn. 
Few people have manifested more enterprise and 


| ces where the pirates resort; a measure also pursued 
by other powers. Every effort, heretofore, has been 
unavailing, to put an end tothese atrocities. These 
| desperadoes, acquiring confidence from impunity, be- 
coming more ferocious from habit, and multiplying by 
recruits from the most abandoned of other nations, 
| threaten the most disastrous mischiefs, justly alarm- 
ing to that highly valuable and most respectable por- 
tion of our fellow citizens, whose pursuits are on the 
high seas. It is manifest, as well from facts derived 
from other sources, as from the message of the presi- 
dent, that the continuance of this evil is ascribable to 


the asylum afforded the banditti in the colonies ot 


| Spain. 


The government of the U. States, cherishing 
i 


the most amicable disposition towards Spain, has pre- 

sented the subject with great earnestness to the Spa- 
;nish government, demanding reparation for the past 
|and security for the future. To these reiterated re- 
moustrances, no answer was returned till very recent- 
ly; and, to this day, all that has been obtained is a pro- 
mise of a satisfactory answer to the applications of the 
government of the United States: although Spain has 
been solemnly warned, that, if she did not promptly 
acquit herself of her obligations to us on this subjeot, 
our government would be constrained, from the na- 
ture of the outrages, to beceme its own avenger, and, 
availing itself of its own resources, protect the com- 
merce and lives of the American citizens from de- 
struction. In the same spirit of conciliation,an ap- 








| peal has been made to the local authorities, accom- 
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»anied with a request, that if, from weakness, they 
were unable to exterminate the hordes uf banditti who 
took shelter from pursuit within their territories, 
that permission might be given our forces to pursue 
them on land. This has been denied, on the vain 
punctilio of national dignity. The posture in which 
Spain now stands, is that of connivance in these. in- 
iuries, or incapacity to preventthem. “A sovereign 
who refuses to cause reparation to be made of the 
jamage caused by his subject, or to punish the guilty, 
or, in short, to deliver him up, renders himself an 
accomplice in the injury, and becomes responsible 
for it. If the committee were of opinion that the 
refusal, on the part of Spain, was wilful, and not the 
result of inability, they would, with a full view of all 
the consequences which the measure involves, at 
onee recommend an appeal to the last resort of na- 
tions againt Spain, and all her dependencies. But, 
believing, as they do, that courtesy requires that her 
refusal to do us justice should be placed on the 
sround of inability—an inability resulting from 
causes which the committee intentionally forbear to 
enumerate, they content themselves with recom- 
mending only such measures as are believed to be in- 
dispensable effectually to reach the chief. And, 
hence, they beg leave to present a bill with suitable 
provisions for the end designed. 

Accompanying the report, Mr. Barbour reported 
‘‘g bill for the suppression of piracy in the WestIn- 
dies:”” which was twice read. The length of the 
bill prevents its insertion in the present sheet. 

A letter was received from Mr. Rembrandt Peale, 
offering to the consideration of congress his eques- 
trian portrait of Washington, now exhihited in the 
capitol; which, on the motionof Mr. Hayne, was re- 
ferred to a select committee of five. 

A message was received from the president of 
‘he United States, the same as received in the other 
house on Friday, respecting his accounts with, and 
disbursements for the government. 

To allow time f.r consideration, the message was 
laid on the table for the present. 

The bill to abolish imprisonment for debt was read 
athird time. Mr. .uble moved to refer it to the com- 
inittee on the judiciary. Mr. Johnson, of Ken. oppos- 
edthe motion, ina speech of some length; but it was 
so referred, 23to 21. {It is thought that the bill will 
pass the senate]. 

January 11. Mr. Benton, from the committee on 
indian affairs, reported “A bill to authourize the pre- 
sident of the United States to cause a road to be 
marked out from the western frontier of Missouri to 
the confines of New Mexico. 

The bill was read, and passed to its second reading. 

The following resolution, offered yesterday by Mr. 
Brown, was taken up and adopted: 

Resolved, That the committee on rvads and canals be instruct- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of making an appropriation tur 
the purpose of commencing the construction of the national road, 
jaid out and surveyed br authority of the United States, between 
Wheeling, in Virgimia, aud St. Louis, in the state of Missouri. 

The senate then proceeded, as in committee of the 
whole, to the consideration of the bill, ‘‘Allowing a 
drawback on the exportation of cordage manufactur- 
ed in the United States from foreign hemp. 

Mr. Ruggles, though a decided friend to the cultivation 
of hemp, supported the bill in a speech of considerable 
‘length, that the manufucture might be encouraged. 
ile was followed by Mr. D’ Woif, on the same side— 
who wished that American manufactures should be 
encouraged, &e. After some further discussion, the 
‘urther consideration of the bill was postponed until 
(O-inorrow. 

Mr. J. S. Johnston, of Lou. offered the following: 

Resolved, That the committee on naval affairs be instructed to 


sAquire iwto the expedicney of purchasing a steam ship or vessel of 


large size, capable of carrying a great number of men and buats, to 
Je employed on the coast of Cuba and iw the Gulfot Meaico, tur che 
suppression of piracy. 


o 


The other business attended to will sufficiently 
appear in its progress. 

January 12. The bill making compensation to the 
persons appointed by the electors to deliver the votes 
for president and vice-president, was read a third 
time. 

The senate then resumed the consideration of the 
bill “allowing a drawback on the exportation oi 
cordage, manufactured in the United States from 
foreign hemp;” and, on motion of Mr. Talbot, it was 
postponed to Monday next. | 

After some other business, notnecessary td notice 
now, the senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Thursday, Jan.6. On motion of Mr. Gurley it was 
Resolved, ‘That the committee on the public lands be instructed 
to y:quire and report to this house, whether the interest of the go- 
vernment would be promoted by the establishment of raads and 
levees upon the public lands, specifying such as, in their epinion, 
would produce that effeet, by imparting to the public lands an in- 
creased value, proportioned to the expense of coustructng the 
same. 


Mr. Forsyth offered the following resolution, which 
lies one day on the table: 


Resolved, Vhat the secretary of war be directed to lay before 
the house copies of letters from Joseph McMinn, late agent of 
Indian affairs in the Cherokee nation, to the war department, 
dated 4th July, 1818, and 7th July, 1518, together with a copy of 
the plan proposed by the direction of the secretary of the war de- 
partment, for the complete extinguishment of the Cherokee claim 
to the lands then occupied by them in Georgia, Tennessee and 
Senn, referred to in the secretary’s letter of the 29th of July. 
1818. 


On motion of Mr. T¥ebster, the house went into com- 
mittee of the whole on the bili more effectually to 
provide for the punishment of certain crimes against 
the United States, and for other purposes. 

Mr. Webster explained the object of the bill. The 
judiciary committee had thought it its duty to bring 
this bill before the house to supply certain de- 
ficiencies in the criminal code. The two first sec- 
tions provide for punishments in places uneer the 
exclusive jurisdiction of the United States, such as 
forts, arsenals, &c. and which could not be embraced 
under any other jurisdiction. The difficulty in the 
committee had been whether to revise the whole 
penal code, or to select particular offences for a spe- 
| ¢ial law. The third section embraces another class 
of crimes, not included in the two first sections, but 
committed in the same places. He anticipated some 
objections which might be urged against these sec- 
tions. ‘The fourth section regarded crimes commit- 
ted within the admiralty jurisdiction of the United 
States. This section went to repeal the former law, 
which only gave jurisdiction to the admiralty over 
seas, Kc. out of the jurisdiction of states, by which 
clause it was prohibited from taking cognizance of 
crimes committed in havens, rivers, creeks, &c. He 
gave an instance, to-show the inefficiency of the 
present law, of a man who receives a mortal blow 
at sea, but lives until he comes on shore, and who 
is thus subjected to a different jurisdiction from that 
to which he ought tobe subject. He instanced other 
cases, which were not adequately provided against 
by the-existing Jaw, and referred to the laws which 
had been framed in other countries in regard to 
these cases. The 5th, €th and 7th sections of this 
bill were intended to make more explicit the pre- 
sent law. The eighth section went to the punish- 
ment of the plundering of wrecks. The next sec- 
} tion was intended to protect marines, seamen, &c 
| who had escaped on shére, from being violently sent 
home. 

The next section referred to any other burning of 
vessels of the United States than was provided 
against in the former sections. ‘The nextwas to pre- 
vent extortion by any of tie United States officer: 
The next went to punish perjury, by putting custom- 
house oaths, &c. on the same foviing with judicia: 





joaths, The next section referred to the security t: 
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te taken on recognizances to keep the peace; which 
section, as it might be objected to, he should move 
to strike out. The next regarded deposites in the 
United States bank. He had omitted one section, 
which relates to forms of trial. There were two 
other subjects to which attention should be called, 
viz: forgery and the counterfeiting of coin. Inthe 
first case, punishment is provided by various acts; 
he recited a namber of cases in which forgery may 
be, and has been, committed, which were not in- 
cluded in existing acts. He wished to include these 
and to reduce the punishment of death, and change 
it to fine and imprisonment, and confinement to hard 
labor; and referred to the amendments which he in- 
tended to propose, with a view to cover the different 
cases and characters of forgery which might exist. In 
referring to the subject of counterfeiting coin, he 
stated that there was no law at present which pro- 
vides punishment for the counterfeiting of coin. He 
had framed his section, on this subject, to comport in 
its terms,as near as possible, to the existing law to 
punish the forging of bank paper. 

He then moved to amend the first section by insert- 
ing the word “armoury,” after the word “arsenal,” 
which was agreed to. 

He moved to amend the same section, by addimg, 
after the word “magazine,” “the site whereof is 
ceded to and under the jurisdiction of the United 
States;’? which was agreed to. 

The bill was further amended, in the same section, 
by introducing words of similar impoft, at the end of 
another line. 

On motion of Mr. Livermore, the committee then 
rose, reported progress, and obtained leave to sit 
again. 

"The" speaker laid before the house the following 
message from the president, which was laid on the 
table, and ordered tobe printed: 


To the senate and house of representatives of the U. States: 
As the term of my service, in this high trust, will 
expire at the end of the present session of congress, I 
think it proper to invite your attention to an object 
very interesting to me, and which, in the movement 
of our government, is deemed, on principle, equally 
interesting to the public. I have been long in the 
service of my eountry, and in its most difficult con- 
junctures, as well abroad as at home, in the course of 
which I have had a control over the public moneys, 
toa vast amount. If,in the course of my service, it 
shall appear, on the most severe scrutiny, which I in- 
vite, that the public have sustained any loss by any 
act of mine, or of others for which I ought to be held 
responsible, I am willing to bear it. If, on the other 
hand, it shall appear, on a view of the law, and of 
precedents in other cases, that justice has been with- 
held from me, in any instance, as I have believed it to 
be in many, and greatly to my injury, it is submitted 
whether it ought not to be rendered. It is my wish 
that all matters of account and claims, between my 
country and myself, be sett!ed with that strict re- 
gard to justice which is observed in settlements be- 
tween individuals in private life. 1t would be grati- 
fying to me, and it appears to be just, that the subject 
shonid be now examined, ‘in both respects, with a 
view to a decision hereafter. No bill would, it is 
presumed, be presented for my signature, which 
would operate either for or againt me, and I would 
certainly sanction none in my favor. While here, I 
ean furnish testimony, applicable to any case,in both 
views, which a full investigation may require; and 
ihe committee to whom the subject may be referred, 
by reporting facts now, with a view to a decision 
after my retirement, will allow time for further in- 
formation, and due consideration of all matters relat- 
ing thereto. Settlements with a person in this trust, 
which could not be made with the accounting officers 
“1. the government, should always be made by con- 





ad » thee 





eee | 
gress, and before the public. The cause of the delay, 
in presenting these claims, will be explained to the 
committee to whom the subject may be referred. 1t 
will, | presume, be made apparent that it was inevita- 
ble; that, from the peculiar circumstances attending 
each case, congress alone could decide on it; and that, 
from considerations of delicacy, it would have been 
highly improper for me to have sought it from con- 
gress at an earlier period than that which is now 
proposed—the expiration of my term in this high 
trust. Other considerations appear to me to ope- 
rate with great force, in favor of the measure which 
I now propose. A citizen, who has long served his 
country, in its highest trusts, has a right, if he has 
served with fidelity, to enjoy undisturbed tranquility 
and peace in his retirement. This he cannot expect 
to do, unless his conduct, in all pecuniary concerns, 
shall be placed, by severe scrutiny, on a basis not te 
be shaken. This, therefore, forms a strong motive 
with me for the inquiry which I now invite. The 
public may also derive considerable advantage from 
the precedent, in the future movement of the go- 
vernment. It being known that such scrutiny was 


‘made in my ease, it may form a new and strong bar- 


rier against the abuse of the public confidence in fu- 
ture. JaMEs Monroe. 

Washington, 5th Jan. 1825. 

The house then adjourned. 

Friday, Jan. 7. Many reports on private claimg 
were made by the different committees. 

Mr. Cook, of Illinois, presented the following reso- 
lution: 

Resolved, That the committee on the judiciary be instructed te 
inquire into the expediency of establishing one or mor. wationat 
penitentiaries for the continementand punishinent of persons con- 
victed of offences against the laws of the United States, to be lo- 


cated at such place or places as shall be most convenieut to the 
different sections of the union. 


The resolution was agreed to. 

The bill for the relief of the Niagara sufferers 
was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading—ayes 
81, noes 67. Mr. Williams gaye notice that he should 
cal] for the yeas and nays on the passage of the bill. 

On motion of Mr. JVebster, of Mass. the house went 
into committee of the whole, Mr. Condict in the chair, 
on the bill more effectually to provide for the punish- 
ment of certain crimes against the United States, and 
for other purposes. 

The 4th section, (which provides for the punish- 
ment of murder, rape and several other crimes, 
when committed within any arm of the sea, or in any 
river, haven, creek, basin or bay, within the admiral- 
ty and maritime jurisdiction of the United States). 
being under consideration— 

Mr. Wickliffe moved, as an amendment, to insert 
the following words: ‘and not within the jurisdiction 
of any state or territorial government.” He ex- 
plained and supported the amendment, as intended 
to prevent collisons between the authority of the 
general and state governments. The admiralty ju- 
risdiction of the United States had been claimed and 
exercised within the state of Kentucky, and, he be- 
lieved, fron? the mouth of the Mississippi to the 
St. Louis. He conceived the state governments to 
be entirely competent to inquire into and punish 
crimes committed within their own jurisdictions; ané 
that, as there was no necessity, there would be no 
advantage, in giving the Uniied States coficurrent 
power to do the same. 

Mr. Webster feplied. He had already stated to the 
committee that one of the principal objects in fram- 
ing this bill, had been to avoid a conflict of the territo- 
rial jurisdictions between the United States and the 
several states. But itwas the first time he had heard 
of such an extraordinary dream as thatof the mari. 
time jurisdiction of the United States being exercised 
Within the state of Kentucky. The gentleman surely 
must have Leen dreaming, when he apprehended 
difficulty from sucha source. The class of crimes 
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provided for in this section, not only might happen, 
but had actually occurred, without the existence of 
any lawto punish them. Murders had been commit- 
ed on board our own ships while lying in the harbors 
of foreign nations, and, for want of sucha provisron, 
they had gone unpunished. He knew that state go- 
vernments were competent to the punishment of 
crimes committed, under similar circumstances, 1n 
any harbor or river of the United States; but they, 
were usually disinclined to do so, considering the 
crime as more particularly committed against the U. 
States. There might, besides, occur much difficulty 
where the boundaries of different countries surround- 
ed the same bay, in deciding within which of them 
the fact happened. In bays, &c which, though part 
of the sea, were not any part of “the high seas,” the 
common law jurisdiction and the admiralty jurisdic- 
tion were concurrent; and, should the section pass, 
its only effect would be to provide that, if the state 
did not try the offender, the United States should.— 
As the interest and property more immediately con- 
cerned were those of the United States, it was not 
proper to leave it at the opinion of any state whether 
offences against them should be punished. a 
Mr. Wickliffe replied. He had stated not his opi- 
nion, or his aprehensions, nor his dreams, but a fact 
which actually existed. Admiralty jurisdiction had 
been claimed, and had been exercised within his na- 
tive state. The decisions in favor of this right had 
been appealed from by men not in the habit of 
dreaming on legal subjects, and the question was now 
pending before the supreme court of the United 
States. The section provides to punish what the 
states are themselves competent to punish, and in a 
manner different from that in which some of the 
states provide to punish it. Admiralty jurisdiction 
had also been claimed and exercised, Mr. W. said, 
in the state of Louisiana, and it would be the effect of 
the section to take the punishment ofevery boat-man 
who got intoa fray, on board one of the flat-bottomed 
boats un the Mississippi, into the hands ofthe United 
States’ courts, and punish him in a way at variance 
with the laws of Louisiana. I, (said Mr. W.), would 
give o the states exclusive jurisdiction within their 
own territories Or, if the gentleman intends to pu- 
nish only crimes committed on board vessels of the 
United States, and would so modify his amendment 
as to accomplish that object alone, he would agree to 
it. But the section, as it stands, said Mr. W. is gene- 
ral and indiscriminate. Mr. W. further objected to 
it as beiuz without warrant from the constitution. 
That instrument gives to the general government no 
power to prescribe the punishment of crimes, under 
an admiralty jurisdiction, except such as are commit- 





¢=The 6th sectioa was discussed—Mr. Buchanan ap- 
proved of the general features of the bill. Itwas a 
disgrace to our present system of laws that no provi- 
sion had ever been made for the punishment of the 
crimes which it embraced, &c.; but he thought the 
penalty of death was too severe to be annexed to the 
description of crimes in this section; and he proceed- 
ed to speak, at some length, on the subject. In the 
end, he moved that fine and imprisonment should be 
substituted, and his motion was agreed to. . | 
The committee rose and had leave to sit again, and 
the house adjourned to Monday. 


Monday, Jan. 10. Many petitions were presented 
this day, and various communications were received 
from different departments of the government. Se 
veral reports on private claims were offered and dis- 
posed of. ' 


On motion of Mr. Gurley, of Lou. it was 


, Resolved, That the committee on roads and canals, be instruct. 
ed to inquire into the expediency of cutting a canal from Lake 
Ponchartrain to communicate with the Mississippi at or near the 
city of New-Orleans. 


On motion of Mr. Taylor, of N. Y. it was 


Resolved, That the committee on the judiciary, be instructed to 

examine and report to this house, whether any. and, if any, what 

further legislative provision is necessary, for the impartial admi- 

pr oncngee of justice io the territorial governments of the United 
tates. 


Mr. Taylor explained his object, and the resolution 
was agreed to. 

The bill for the relief of the Niagara sufferers, was 
laid over until Monday next—99 to 63. 


The following message was received from the pre- 
sident of the United States, and laid on the table: 


‘“*To the house of representatives: 

I should hasten to communicate to you the docu- 
ments called for by the resolution of the house of re-- 
presentatives of the 4th inst. relating to the conduct 
of the officers of the navy of the United States, on the 
Pacific ocean, and of the public ageuts in South Ame- 
rica, ifsuch a communication might now be made, 


to the partiesconcerned. In consequence of severa! 
charges which have been alleged against commodore 
Stewart, touching his conduct while commanding the 
squadron of the United States, on that sea, it has 
been deemed proper to suspend him from duty, and 
to subject him to trial,on those charges. It appear- 
ing, also, that some of those charges have been com- 
municated to the departuient by Mr. Prevost, politi- 
cal agent, at this time, of the United States at Peru, 
and heretofore at Buenos Ayres and Chili, and appa- 
rently with his sanction, and that charges have like- 
wise been made against him, by citizens of the Unit- 
ed States engaged in commerce in that quarter, it has 


ted on the high seas, or are offences against the law of| been thought equally just and proper, that he should 


nations. Thecrimes here referred to are not com- 


mitted on the high seas, nor are they offences against! possession, applicable to the 


the law of nations. 
The debate continued. Mr. Ellis would not pu- 
nish ‘“trape”’ as murder, lest the last should follow the 
former, &c. Mr. Gazlay supported Mr. Ellis’ motion. 
Mr. Webster replied, and Mr. Ellis’ motion was lost. 
Mr. Webster then moved to insert a section in the 


attend here, as well to furnish the evidence in his 
charges exhibited 
against commodore Stewart, as to answer such as 
have been exhibited against himself. In this stage, 
the publication of these documents might tend to ex- 
cite prejudices which might operate tp the injury of 
both. It is important that the public servants, in 





bill which provides, that, if any offence shall be com- 


mitted on board of any ship or vessel belonging to any! 


citizen of the United States, while lying in a port or 
plaee within the jurisdiction of any foreign state or 
sovereign, it shall be cognizable by the United States’ 
court, in the same manner as if cemmitted on the 
high seas; with a proviso, that, if tried abroad, the of- 
fender shal) not again be tried at home. 

Messrs. Forsyth and.4 Stevenson opposed this amend- 
ment—the one because it was unnecessary and some- 
what dangerous—the latter denied the right of this 
government tocarry its territorial jurisdiction within 
the jurisdiction of another sovereign, &c. Atlength, 
the amendment being modified, was agreed to. 


every station, should perform their duties with fide- 
, lity, according to the injunctions of the law, and the 
order of the executive, in fulfilment thereof. It is 
peculiarly so that this should be done by the comman- 
ders of our squadrons, especially on distant seas, and 
by political agents, who represent the United States 
with foreign powers, and for reasons that are ob- 
vious, in both instances. It is due to their right, and 
to the character of the government, that they be noi 
censured without just cause, which cannot be ascer- 
tained, until, on a view of the charges, they are 
heard in their defence, and, after a thorough aud im- 
partial investigation of their conduct. Under these 
circumstances, it is thought that acommuuication a: 





consistently with the public interest, or with justice . 


'this time, of these documents, woud notcompor, 
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with the public interest, nor with what is due to the 
parties concerned. James Monroe. 

Washington, 10th Jan. 1825.” 

Mr. Hamilton waived the intention which he had 
intimated some days since to call up to-day the assa- 
chusetts claims. He would not press that question 
until the judiciary bill, now before the house, aud 
the Georgia claims, should be disposed of. 

Mr. Forsyth, after acknowledging the courtesy of 
the gentleman from South Carolina, stated that the 
members from Georgia had come to a determination 
to present the subject of their claims to the house, 
whenever the appropriation bill should come under 
discussion. 

The house then, on the motion of Mr. Webster, 
resolved itself into a committee of the whole,on the 


bill to provide for the punishment of crimes against 


the United States. 

Messrs. P. P. Barbour and Webster discussed the 
merits of the bill at considerable length. The com- 
mittee rose and reported the bill, with amendments. 

Tuesday, Jan. 11. Mr. Crowninshield, from the 
committee on naval affairs, reported a bill “‘provid- 
ing an additional force and other additional means 
for the suppression of piracy; which was read 
twice, and committed, and ordered to be priuted. 

[This bill appropriates $500,000 for the more ef- 
fectual suppression of piracy.) 

Mr. Ingham moved that the message of the presi- 
dent of the United States, be referred to a select 
committee. 

A rather long and desultory debate followed—and 
some considerahle degree of feeling was manifested. 
The idea was held out that the president had some 
heavy claims against the United States for moneys 
disbursed on various occasions—but it was decidedly 
stated that he did not appear as a debtor on any ac- 
count whatever. It was finally referred toa select 
committee, with special “instructions to receive from 
the president any evidences or explanations of his 
claims, which he may think proper to present, and to 
lay the same before this house.”? This was on the mo- 
tion of Mr. Forsyth. For it 98, against it 70. 

Adjourned. 


Wednesday, Jan. 12. 
Poinsett, F. Johnson, Hayden, Tomlinson and Slecne, 
were announced as having been appointed, pursuant 
tothe order of yesterday, to compose the select com- 
mittee tewhom was referred the message of the pre- 
sident of the United States, in relation to certain ac- 
counts of his with the government. 

The speaker laid before the house a commanication 
from the department of war, transmitting copies of 
letters from Joseph McMinn, late agent of Indian af- 
fairs in the Cherokee nation, together with a copy of 
the plan proposed by the direction of the secretary 
of war, for the extinguishment of the Cherokee claim 
to lands occupied by them in Georgia, Tennessee and 
AJabama. 

The speaker laid before the house a communica- 
tion from the department of the treasury, transmitting 
astatement exhibiting the amount of drawback on 
merchandise exported during the year 1821, 1822 and 
3823, compared with the amount of duties which ac- 
erued on the same, respectively. 

Mr. McLane, trom the committee of ways and 
means, made a report, accompanied by a bill ‘‘autho- 
rizing the secretary of the treasury to borrow a sum 
not exceeding twe!ve millions of dollars, or to ex- 
change a stock of four and one half per cent. for a 
certain stock bearing an interest of six per cent;” 
which was twice read and committed. 

On motion of Mr. Cocke, of Tenn. it was 

“Resolved, That the committee on so much of the publie ac- 
counts and expenditures, as relate tothe department of the navy, 
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be instructed to inquire into the expenditure of the sum of one 


_ hundred end ninety-five thousand dollars, appropriated by the act® 


| 





Messrs. Ingham, Saunders, } 





of the last si-ssion of congress, fur the contingent expenses of the 


yer 1824, asemmmerated and specified in the said act, and also the 


suin of 2,500 dollars for the contingent expenses of the office of the 
secretary of the navy department, and 5000 dollars for contingent 
expenses generatliy; and to repertto this house whether the said 
sums have been expented forthe objects enumerated jn, and aris- 
inf ino eh nanner prescribed by the said. act, and whether any 
port of the said first mentioned sum has been expended on any 
other objects than those enuinerated in said act. 


Mr. Cook, of Illinois, laid on the table the following 
resolution: 
Resolved, That the president of the United States be requested 


to communicate to this house, a statement, shewing, as far as it 
may he in his power— 


Ist, The number of persons that have heen convicted, since 


the adoption of the constitution, of capital offences against the 
laws of the United States; 


2¢, The number that have been executed; 

3c, The number that have been pardoned by the president of 
the United States, and of what offences convicted: 

4th, Ail also, @ statement of the number that have been coa- 
victed ofeach particular offence.” [Agreed to next day.] 

Mr. Taylor, of N. Y. offered the following: 

Resolved, Vhat the committee on the public lands be instructed 
to inquire into the expedieney of providing by law that sales for 
non-payment of taxes laid by authority of the territorial govern- 
ments, shail not take place in a shorter period than one year after 
the sarne shall become payable; that one year shall be allowed for 
redemption upon paymein ofa penalty not exceeding 50 per cent. 
on tte amount of tax. That the commissioner of the general 
land office, or other proper offiecr of the government residing at 
the city of Washington, be authorized to receive the tax and pe- 
naltv from non-resident owners, which he shall deposite in bank 
to the credit ef the proper territorial office. and make to bim quar- 
terly returns of the sums thus deposited, and that a limitation be 
fixed upon the amount of tax to be annually assessed upoh each 
quarter section of land in the t rritorics. 


Considerable debate took place on this resolution— 
and it was finally adopted. 

The house then proceeded to the unfinished busi- 
ness of yesterday, which was the bill farther to pro- 
vide for the punishment of crimes against the United 
States. 

Mr. Livingston moved a series of amendments of 
considerable length, and embracing many new provi- 
sions. 

On motion of Mr Webster, these amendments were 
ordered to be printed, and the further consideration 
of the bill was postponed to Monday next. 

The house went into committee of the whole on 
the bill for the continuation of the Cumberland road— 

Mr. Beecher, of Kentucky, rose and explained the 
objects of the bill in a speech of considerable length. 

‘The committee rose, obtained leave to sit again, and 

The house adjourned. 

THURSDAY'S PROCEEDINGS—JANUARY 13. 

In the senate—Mr. Van Buren, from the judiciary 
committee, reported the bill to abolish imprisonment 
for debt, without amendment. 

‘Che senate proceeded to consider, as in committee 
of the whole, the bill “for providing for the security 
of public money in the hands of clerks of courts, at- 
terncys, and marshals, and their deputies.” 

A message was received from the president of the 
United States, in compliance with two resolutions of 
the senate, about piracies. [It shall be given in our 
next.| The greater part of this day’s sitting was 
spent with closed doors, on executive business. 

In the house of representatives—Several reports were 
presented and difierently disposed of. 

On motion of Mr. Forsyth, the letter received yes- 
terday from the department of war, accompanied by 
the Ictters of Joseph McMinn, late agent for Indian af- 
fairs in the Cherokee nation, was referred to the com- 
mittee of the whole on the state of the union. 

The house then resolved itself into a committee on 
the bill to continue the Cumberland road. 

On a motion to fill the appropriation blank with 
150,000 dollars, an interesting debate arose—when, 
Mr. Clay expressing a desire to address the commit- 
tee on the general subject of the bill, it rose, and 
obtained leave to sit again. 
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